‘How To’ Guide — Venn Diagrams

A Venn diagram — named after John Venn (1834 — 1923).
Venn diagrams are a visual way of categorising information using overlapping circles.

Data is put into the overlapping sections of the circles when a piece of information falls into more than one

category.

Example

Categorise the characteristics of fiction and
non-fiction using a Venn diagram.

Answer

Fiction .
Nonfiction

- Tellsastary

- Develops
characters and
plot

- Organized into

- Relates information

chapters On a spedific subject

- Canhe sequential

- Gives information in a variety
of orders — sequential, order of

- Follows arc
(exposition, rising
action, climax,
falling action,
resolution,

- Table of contents

- Title page Importance, cause/effect, etc

- indudes headings,
subheadings, graphics, charts,
holded key words, side bars,
pull out information.

- Information about author

denauemment) and publisher induded

- Oftenhave
theme/controlling

- Preview of book available
(forward for non, back
over orinside jacket for,

idea

- Includes hibliographies,

Indexes, glossaries,

Fiction)

Appendixes

How we teach it

e Draw 2-3 overlapping circles depending on how many
categories the information is being split into. Make sure that
each of the sections (particularly the overlaps) are large
enough to write in.

e |t may be better to have the Venn diagrams printed for
neatness.

e Label each circle with the category it represents.

e Start to enter your information into the circles.

e Ifit falls into one category only, it should not be in an
overlapping section.

e Ifit falls into more than one category, enter the information
into the section where those circles overlap.

e Ifitfalls into none of the categories, write your information
in the space outside of the circles.

Example

Show the similarities and differences
between whales and fish using a Venn
diagram.

Answer

FISH

WHALES

lay eggs

have hair

live in water

have fins

live birth have scales

can swim

breathe air breathe water

Example

Use a Venn diagram to categorise the works of some
authors as funny, exciting, boring, sad, or a combination of
these.

Answer

Chaucer

Huxley
Fitzgerald

Milton

Beowulf

Rowling

olvilegs

* Shakespeare
is omnipresent

Dickinson

Coleridge




