
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

4th January 2022 
 
Dear Parent /Carer, 
 
Most of you will, I am sure, be aware of the spread of the Omicron Variant of Covid -19 in recent weeks. 
The government have updated their guidance on practice in schools and it is included in their guide ‘What 
parents and carers need to know about early years providers, schools and colleges’, 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-
years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak/step-4-update-
what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges 
 
Please note the following: 

 Face masks now need to be worn by pupils both in class and in communal areas whilst at school. 

 Face masks should also be worn both on public buses and on school services 

 Pupils need to be tested on-site on their return to school and should test twice a week at home 
thereafter. 

 The isolation period following a positive test has been cut to 7 days, if symptom free,but a negative 
lateral flow test is needed on both day 6 and day 7. 

 Nationally, school guidance will be reviewed on January 26th.  

 Locally, face masks in communal areas of schools is until at least February half-term. 
 
Please see below the timetable for return to school this week, as included in my earlier letter. 
 
Covid Testing / Phased Return to School 

On students return to school in January we are required to perform one on-site lateral flow test for each 
student. To facilitate their return as quickly as possible, we will operate testing in both the Gym and the 
Hall. Logistically, we will still need to stagger the return of pupils between the 5th – 7th January as follows: 
 

 Wednesday 5/1/22 Thursday 6/1/22 Friday 7/1/22 

 Gym Hall Gym Hall Gym Hall 

08:30 7R1 11R1 8R1 10R1 9R1 9S3 

08:50 7R2 11R2 8R2 10R2 9R2 9T1 

09:20 7S1 11S1 8S1 10S1 9R3 9T2 

09:40 7S2 11S2 8S2 10S2 9S1 9V1 
10:10 7T1 11T1 8T1 10T1 9S2 9V2 

11:00 7T2 11T2 8T2 10T2   

11:20 7V1 11V1 8V1 10V1   

11:50 7V2 11V2 8V2 10V2   
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Most parents have already filled in the relevant consent forms for testing and we will assume that consent 
remains in place. If you have not already done so, please return the consent forms accompanying the 
electronic version of this letter. 
 
Work will be set on Edulink accordingly to pupils’ timetables, for years 8, 9 and 10 on Wednesday 5th 
January and for year 9 on Thursday 6th January. 
 
We are already suffering from a high number of staff absences but I am not anticipating any change to 
school arrangements this week. Hopefully, this latest surge in Covid cases will be short-lived and we can 
soon look forward to a less disruptive future. 
 
 
Equality/Prejudice/ Respect 
 
Please be aware that we shall be doing some work on a few sensitive issues in the coming weeks such as 
racism, sexual identity and Harmful Sexual Behaviour. If you have any queries please contact your child’s 
Head of Year, or Mrs Hudson. 
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 

 
 
Mr A.R. Birchall 
Headteacher 
 
 

 
 
 


