
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

26th March 2021 
 
Dear Parent/ Carer, 
 
 
It is now just over three weeks since we started reopening to all our students. In general, 
things seem to have gone very smoothly although I appreciate there have been 
inconveniences. I thank both you and your children for adapting so well. 
 
We have now completed our in-school Lateral Flow Testing of children and you should 
have received a second batch of test kits to administer to your children at home. If you 
have not, we have further kits available for collection from the school’s reception desk 
during Thursday 1st April. It is particularly important that you ensure that your child is 
tested immediately before their return to school on Monday 19th April i.e. on Sunday night 
or early on the Monday before school. This is to protect everyone in the school community 
and guard against in-school transmission. If your child tests positive over the holiday 
period please email covid@byrchall.wigan.sch.uk to inform us. 
 
After the holiday, it is anticipated that the everyday logistics of the school’s operation will 
be largely unchanged i.e. in year group bubbles, maintaining as much social distancing as 
possible and with maximum ventilation. The wearing of masks in schools is up for review 
nationally over Easter so it is possible the rule remains in place and we will have to wait 
and see what decision is made. I have been asked to remind you that children should wear 
face masks on buses at all times. 
 
 
 
Parents’ Evenings 
We recently held a remote subject teacher parents’ evening for the Year 11 pupils, using 
the School Cloud software package. Feedback from both teachers and parents was positive 
so we have decided to operate the same system for the other year groups. Parents’ 
Evenings will be on the following dates and operate from 4pm to 7pm: 
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Year 7  Wednesday 14th July 2021 
Year 8  Wednesday 23rd June 2021 
Year 9   Tuesday 27th April 2021 
Year 10  Thursday 10th June 2021 
 
Exams and Assessments 
Years 7 and 9 will have formal assessments in class during June. Year 10 exams were 
postponed from January and will now take place from 10th- 14th May. 
 
As Year 11 parents will know, Teacher Assessed Grades(TAGs) need to be submitted to 
examination boards by 18th June 2021. Year 11’s formal leaving date is unchanged as the 
last Friday in June i.e. 25th June 2021. Whereas there is often some variation from that date, 
in practice, we must not change it until we are sure it is right to do so. 
 
Curriculum Change 
Year 8 parents will be aware that our normal Options process has not taken place. 
Governors have approved our plans to continue the Year 7/8 current pattern into Year 9 
and so current Year 8 students will choose courses for the start of Year 10. 
 
Winter Grant Schemes and Free School Meals 
Free School Meals support over Easter is provided by the Local Councils in the area where 
you live. Attached to this mailing are the links to the relevant details for Wigan and St. 
Helens residents and their holiday activities. 
 
 
Summer Term at Byrchall 
We intend to operate in as close to a ‘normal’ fashion as possible in the Summer Term. 
That means that we will expect our uniform regulations to be followed, homework to be 
set and complete, and a strong commitment to learning and progress. We have augmented 
our attendance staffing in order to support full attendance so that all children can get back 
on track with their learning. We are also re-visiting our extra-curricular activities to 
ensure that there is plenty on offer for our pupils to engage with and enjoy. We will, of 
course, continue our efforts to support children both with the mental health and wellbeing 
and with support for their academic progress. 
 
I hope you and your family are well and able to enjoy the increased freedoms as lockdown 
measure are relaxed. Happy Easter! 
 
Yours faithfully 
 

 
Mr A.R Birchall 
Headteacher 
 
 
 
https://www.sthelens.gov.uk/news/2021/march/22/funding-secured-to-support-
families-during-school-holidays/ 
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