
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

20th January 2021 
 

School Update 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
It is now two weeks since the national lockdown began.  I hope that you are coping 
with the circumstances and that those closest to you have not been badly affected.  
I wish you well. 
 
In school, it has been a busy time despite the large majority of children not being 
eligible to attend.  The children who have been here are accessing the same ‘live’ 
lessons, via Microsoft Teams, from teachers as those studying on-line at home.  
They are working hard and attentively and are very engaged with the lessons.  I 
know many of you have seen our lessons yourselves at home and thank you for all 
the positive feedback we have received which I have passed onto staff. 
 
Of course, not everybody has been able or chosen to access our on-line offer.  We 
are working hard to ensure that all pupils are engaged and supported.  If your 
child is using work packs they should be receiving a daily call to assess how they 
are getting on and discuss any learning issues.  These calls are also used as an 
engagement check with on-line students, learning being monitored by their 
teachers and lesson registers taken.  We want all students to be engaged with their 
learning and be in a healthy state of mind too.  We will do all we can to support 
them and our teaching assistants and intervention staff are operating their normal 
programmes. 
 
In addition, Form Tutors and Heads of Year are supporting our students through twice-
weekly registration and wellbeing sessions as well as assemblies and regular messages. 
They are also delivering weekly personal development lessons, focusing on content that is 
relevant at this time. There is a wide range of “Healthy Body; Healthy Mind” activities on 
offer either in the morning or at lunchtime. Staff are celebrating our students’ successes in 
many different ways so please check out our social media pages. 
 



 
Parents’ Evening 
 
Clearly, it is not possible to run our normal consultation evenings at present.  Last 
term we ran our scheduled form tutor evenings remotely and discussion and 
engagement was very good with really constructive outcomes.  This term we had a 
number of consultations evenings scheduled with subject teachers and also our 
Year 8 Options Evening.  The scheduling of subject consultation evenings adds 
great complexity because of the increased number of people and appointments 
required.  We are intending to do this using a dedicated piece of software which 
will give you a specific time slot with each teacher.  The knock on effect of this is 
that we will have to re-jig our schedule and will get further details out to you as 
soon as we can.   
 
In the short term please note the following points: 
 

1. The Year 8 option process will be suspended.  We are evaluating how their 
curriculum might be modified going forward to take into account the effect 
of the pandemic on their learning journey. 

2. We are prioritising a subject teacher consultation evening for Year 11 to 
replace the one originally scheduled for Wednesday 20th January.  You 
should expect a further communication on this within the next week or so. 

Free School Meals 
 
Thank you for your patience.   Food parcels should now have been received by 
those who requested them and we have now moved to the national voucher 
scheme.  Mrs Fletcher has been overseeing arrangements and has been working 
hard to ensure all the implementation takes place and we will keep you up to date 
with any further developments. 
 
Covid Testing 
 
Our in school facility for Lateral Flow Testing is up and running.  National policy 
has changed today so that going forward all contacts of positive cases will be 
required to self-isolate at home rather than be serial tested. 

 
GCSEs and Vocational Qualifications 
 
We still await the outcome of the Government’s consultation on arrangements for 
the summer examinations for year 11.  Their final grades are likely to be informed 
by a breadth of evidence and it is important both for that purpose and for their 
continual progress that they maintain full concentration on their studies. 
 
 



Communication 
 
To ensure any of your queries are dealt with in a timely manner, I ask that you use 
the following email addresses: 
 

a) Attendance/Absence- attendance@byrchall.wigan.sch.uk 
b) Free School Meals and Laptop Requests- requests@byrchall.wigan.sch.uk 
c) COVID Reporting and Critical Workers and Vulnerable pupil request- 

covid@byrchall.wigan.sch.uk 
d) Edulink Passwords- edulink@byrchall.wigan.sch.uk 
e) Work packs and on-line learning issues- learning@byrchall.wigan.sch.uk 
f) Pastoral issues should be directed towards the relevant Form Tutor or the 

Head of Year, and all other queries- 
enquiries@admin.byrchall.wigan.sch.uk 
 

 
Lastly, it is unclear how long the present school arrangements and national 
lockdown will apply.  Schools will be closed to the large majority of pupils until at 
least February half term.  It is our priority to ensure that interim arrangements 
continue to be as robust as possible. 
 
Thank you for your continued support and positive engagement with the school. 
 
Yours Faithfully 
 

 
 
A Birchall 
Headteacher 
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